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4th November 2022 

 

Dear Parents & Carers 

I hope that the academic year has started well for your young person and that they are enjoying 
their courses and college life.  

This letter is to explain how we assess students’ progress throughout their study programmes. It 
also outlines how we use assessment to help each person to reach their full academic potential 
and achieve their goals during their time with us. 

All Lower 6th students following A Level courses have completed their first Key Assessments of the 
academic year. These place between September 26th and October 7th. The first Key Assessment 
is an informal and diagnostic process which is used primarily to get an overview of the level of 
academic skills within the cohort and broad areas for development. It helps teachers to adapt 
teaching and learning at an early stage to meet the particular needs of their classes. No grade is 
recorded for this assessment, but each student is set actions that will help them to progress from 
their individual starting-point. Upper 6th students and those taking GCSEs other than English and 
Maths will have their first Key Assessment in the week beginning 7th November. This is a more 
formal process for which a grade will be awarded and recorded. As with Lower 6th, each student 
will be given actions, specific to them, to help them to improve on their current performance. 
Please be aware that a key purpose of these assessments is to highlight areas of difficulty as well 
as strengths so that teachers can intervene, support, and challenge each individual to achieve 
their full potential.  

The Key Assessment schedule for the remainder of the year is as follows: 

Lower 6th 

w/c 28th November 2022 

w/c 6th March 2023 (Mock exams) 

w/c 12th June 2023 

 



2 
 

 

Upper 6th & GCSE 

w/c 10th January 2023 

w/c 6th March 2023 (Mock exams) 

Please note that for students on BTEC courses or the Level 3 Diploma in Criminology, the 
assessment schedule will vary due to internal assessment of modular work and external 
examinations that take place in-year. 

The Key Assessments are not the only assessment points for students. Teachers assess very 
frequently in many ways and interim formal assessments take place between Key Assessment 
points according to individual course requirements. The Key Assessments are stage-appropriate 
and designed to test comprehensively what students know, remember and can do in relation to the 
course so far. This means that they can be examined on anything that has been covered and not 
just the most recent course content. A regular, routine revision schedule throughout the two year 
course is therefore of the utmost importance so that knowledge is committed to long-term memory 
and can be applied with ease to unfamiliar scenarios.  

Learning, teaching and assessment at Holy Cross (as in most schools, colleges and universities) 
focusses not just on subject-specific knowledge but on core academic skills. These skills are 
common to the assessment objectives of every course we offer and are set out below: 

• Showing understanding 
• Applying knowledge to unfamiliar contexts 
• Problem solving 
• Demonstrating sound knowledge and understanding 
• Using language effectively 
• Presenting a reasoned argument 
• Investigating, interpreting and analyzing 
• Making judgements 
• Producing evaluations/conclusions 
• Big picture learning 

As can be seen above, acquiring and retaining knowledge is very important but is not enough on 
its own. All exam and coursework tasks require students to use that knowledge in the ways listed 
and a major part of their learning is to become increasingly competent in doing so. These are also 
the skills demanded by universities and most employers and students will find that they are the 
focus of the actions they are set following Key Assessments along with many lesson activities. 

The Key Assessments are designed to give students accurate information on their knowledge and 
skills so that they have a clear understanding of what and how they need to improve: they are 
milestones at which they and their teachers can take stock and then plan forward. It is therefore 
very important that students prepare thoroughly so that they gain maximum benefit from the 
process.  

Following Key Assessments, results are analyzed closely by the senior team and significantly 
under-performing students are identified. In these cases, supportive interventions will be put in 
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place to help the student make up lost ground and their progress will be monitored by both their 
progress tutor and a senior leader. Students who have under-performed less significantly will be 
advised, guided and monitored by their subject teachers and their progress tutor, who will ensure 
that they are set actions to rectify problems quickly and effectively. The basis on which a student is 
judged to be under-performing is related largely to factors such as attainment prior to starting 
Level 3, attainment at earlier stages of the current study programme and/or uneven patterns of 
attainment across different subjects.  

I do hope this information is of use to you in supporting your young person and I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you for all you do to help us in our work. Should you have any enquiries 
about assessment or any other issue, please feel free to contact us. 

 

Best wishes 

Dr Siobhan O'Connor 

Assistant Principal (Quality)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


